QUAKERTOWN SOCCER CLUB
OTTAWA TRIP 2014
In what has now become an annual event, 25 players
f rom the Quakertown Soccer Club traveled to
Ottawa, Canada, for four days of soccer and
sightseeing. This year’s group consisted of the U13F
Lightning Boltz and U13M Blue Devils.

coaches from the Ottawa Internationals Soccer Club.
The sessions were terrific and the kids worked hard.
The night ended with the players devouring a load of
Quesadillas and a tired crew off to rest.

The adventure began on June 20th as the 42 of
us (33 players and 9 Coaches and
Chaperones) departed early on Friday morning
from the QSC complex. The 8-hour journey was
broken up by a visit to 1000 Islands Skydeck just after
crossing the Canadian border.

Skydeck is a 400 foot tower with a wonderful view
of the Thousand Islands Region. The weather
was beautiful, and we were all able to climb to the
top of the tower to enjoy the breathtaking views.

After 8 hours on the road, we finally reached our
hotel, the Radisson-Parliament Hill of Ottawa. We
checked in and prepared for our first outing. After a
bus ride to a nearby Elementary School, each team
participated in a 1 ½ hour training session run by

Saturday started with a visit to Parliament – the
center of the Canadian National Government for
major photo-ops. Even though Parliament was
partially obscured by a huge stage being
erected for Canada Day on July 1 s t , there was
still plenty to see. Parliament is set beautifully
high up on a hill overlooking the Ottawa River
and Gatineau (Hull), Quebec, on the opposite
side of the River. The team took a variety of
photos around Parliament, posing in front of the
Canadian Eternal Flame and taking a picture with
Queen Victoria. The Queen had designated
Ottawa the capital in 1858 and her statue
overlooks the Ottawa River. After an hour or so at
Parliament, it was off to some nearby turf f ields
to play some soccer!

QUAKERTOWN SOCCER CLUB
OTTAWA TRIP 2014
Day 1 was beautiful, which was nice, as it can be very
hot in Ottawa during summer. The day began with the
Boys playing a team from Nepean City, gutting out a
1-0 win.

Game 1 for the Girls also began well as they turned an
0-2 deficit into a 4-2 win over Ottawa Royals U13
Team.

In the Girls second game, the girls battled a very
skilled Ottawa Internationals Team, losing 4-0.

After getting cleaned up from a busy day of games,
the group headed out to Byward Market’s Tucker’s
Marketplace for a large buffet dinner. Afterwards,
the kids were treated to some interesting work from
a Street Performer who, while suspended upside
down over flaming batons, extricated himself from a
Straight Jacket. We encouraged the kids NOT to
try that at home.

With the temperature turned up in the mid-afternoon,
the Boys turned in a fine performance, defeating an
Ottawa Royals U13 Team 4-0.

Sunday morning brought an early breakfast and off
to the Turf Fields at Hillcrest HS for our final games.
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The Boys played a hard fought game but lost their
only match, 3-1 to Ottawa Internationals.

One custom we employ are the team photos. At
the end of a game we are all players and coaches,
parents and fans. The smiles in these photos paint
that picture.

The boys ended the Soccer portion of the trip with a
2-1 record and some really positive play. All the
players contributed to their success and they had a
great attitude about their play.
The Final Game of the trip matched the Lightning
Boltz and the top Ottawa International Girls team.
Although the girls lost 2-0, they battled hard despite
some injuries and had some good opportunities set
aside by a strong Canadian squad.
After the games concluded for the weekend, our
hosts treated us to a Pizza Party. The Canadians
are excellent hosts and our players acted
graciously and were clearly appreciative of the
hospitality.

Much of what we learn from this trip is teaching the
players about International Relations, by traveling
and competing with players from another culture
with different customs.
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In most televised soccer matches worldwide, the
commentators will select a “Man of the Match”.
At the conclusion of all our games, the Ottawa
Coaches named two Quakertown players as Girl
and Boy Player of the “Match”.

The Players awarded special game balls were
Maddie Smith from the Lightning Boltz and Jake
Schwartz from the Blue Devils. The Ottawa
coaches commented their hustle, consistency and
quality fair play were first rate throughout their
games. Congratulations Maddie and Jake.

With the soccer activities now complete, the
players got a chance to take in many great sites of
Ottawa. Piling onto the top of a double -decker
bus….

….the group enjoyed a private, 90- minut e tour of
Canada’s capital city. Some of the sights included
the Canadian Prime Minister’s digs, the home of the
US Ambassador (well the gate anyway) and the
famous Rideau Canal and Waterfall which drains into
the beautiful Ottawa River.

.
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After sightseeing and an impromptu stop at a
local soccer emporium, the team had a buffet
dinner at Carmello’s Itailan Restaurant.

Before leaving the hotel the kids also managed to
engage in an impromptu Arm Wrestling miniTournament, with Audrey Schweizerhof defeating allcomers. A remarkable battle at the end of a busy
weekend in Ottawa.

After Dinner the teams returned to the hotel to
watch the US Men’s Team World Cup game vs
Portugal, an exciting 2-2 game.
Truly, though, the highlight of the day had to be
the teams’ trip to Laser Quest for an amazing
evening of Laser Tag. Both players and
chaperones had tons of fun chasing each other
around in a thr ee -level maze of passageways,
ramps and windows, shooting each other with laser
guns. It was great!

Monday morning brought about packing the bus and
checking out of our hotel for one more stop bef ore
heading home.

We were able to spend a few hours of free time,
shopping and exploring the open - air Bywar d
Market.

Ever yone had time t o enjoy a nice lunch before
heading home. The group lef t Ottawa in mid afternoon, arriving home Monday night, filled with
memories that will last a lifetime!
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Trip Participants:
U-13 Girls: Lily Colflesh, Emma Geiser, Sarah
Godshalk, Emelia Graham, Kyra Handel, Hannah
LaBonge, Kacey Lambinus, Lizzie Maceri, Mackenzie
Mahler, Makenna Patterson, Hailey Reiss, Audrey
Schweizerhof, Maddie Smith, Jenny Starzecky,
Serena Watkins, Alex Whalen and Piper Yerkes.
U-13 Boys: Brad Conklin, Ben Davis, Will Derr, Will
Friemann, Nathan Gingrich, Evan Kemp, Dade Kern,
Brendan Kishbaugh, Timmy Konyk, Austin
Leatherman, Justin Leyden, Kris Martin, Thomas
Schmidt, Jake Schwartz, Brandon Strecker and
Shane Ruth
Coaches: Matt Conklin, Jeffrey Geiser, Jon,
Gingrich, Andy Graham, Doug Kemp, Chris
LaBonge and Troy Leatherman. A HUGE THANKS
to them who take time off from their lives to coach
and take this trip for the kids.
The Players and Coaches w ould like to
thank everyone who supported our various
fundraising activities. Without your help,
this trip would not have been possible. You
have helped our players experience a common
bond that unites youth from around the
world – a love for the great game!

Bus Driver: Stanley Cadwallader – Stan got us to
Canada and back safely. It was a pleasure having
Stan drive us as he has a long and proud history at
QSC, leading the startup of our Special Needs
program. Stan was very complimentary of the
players and we appreciated having him there.
Thanks a bunch Stanley!!
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SOME EXTRA PHOTOS

